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Cow Down Barn, Stockbridge 
Reeds were approached by Chris Whaley to 
regenerate an existing woodland track down 
to a proposed development area for a new 
German designed Hoff house. Prior to the 
arrival of our track division, a number to site 
visits were arranged for quotation purposes 
and design issues regarding levels, drainage 
and service location. Reeds mobilised into site 
to land kit and set out site signage for health 
and safety and traffic management. 

Stage 1 

The use of an 8ton excavator allowed us clear excess vegetation, water and soils off the existing 
track to insure as little contamination to the imported stone as possible after milling. Any areas 
that were not within the bounds of the original track were dug out to 300mm below formation 
level. The ground was then proof rolled to ensure no soft spots were present. A geotextile was 
then laid in the bottom of the hole to increase structural strength of the finished road. All excess 
material was placed into a backfill area. 

Stage 2 

Due to the property having its own bore hole for drinking water, an area of 50m around this could 
not have any contaminated material used as fill. The client had excess type 1 recycled stone that 
was due to be removed from site. Reeds used this material outside of the exclusion zone to 
increase the level of the track after a serve wet winter that saw rapid degradation of the track. 
This was handpicked to remove foreign and oversized material, graded to level and compacted. 

Stage 3 

We imported 300 tonnes of type 1 stone to increase track height and allow material to be 
cambered to speed water runoff up. This was placed using an excavator, tractor and dump trailer. 
Once all the stone had been imported and placed, the backfilled area from the building work was 
then levelled by Reeds to meet the support the track edge before compacting until hard. 

  

mailto:enquiries@reedsltd.co.uk


   

Reeds Construction Ltd. The Old Brickworks, Broadway, Market Lavington SN10 5RH  
T 01380 816516  E enquiries@reedsltd.co.uk 

Stage 4  

Alongside the main track though the wooded area some of the track was the same height as the 
top of the stone. To combat drainage, grips were cut to allow water to run into the wood and 
drain away from the stone at key points. 

Stage 5 

The entire track was crushed to a depth of 150mm, using a PTO driven Meri crusher mounted on a 
tractor. This ensured that the new and existing material would be mixed together and uniformed, 
existing potholes in the original track removed and increase the finer material within the stone to 
hold the wearing, larger stone in place and increase the longevity of the track. 

Stage 6 

The stone was graded using a tractor mounted Fransgård grader to ensure all cambers were in 
pact to increase water dispersion and smooth transitions between corners and junctions. The 
material was then full compacted using a twin drum roller. 

Stage 7 

Where the stone met the concrete base of the carport and the garage, the material was shaped by 
hand and compacted to ensure there were no difference in levels between the two. All Kit was 
finally loaded onto trailers and signage removed prior to leaving site. 

“ We have a 226m woodland track that required upgrading with an additional carport 

entrance and hammerhead for a new build.  

Having researched the different options of construction, we decided on the natural 
green option of refurbishing the track. An investigation of five companies led to a 
meeting on-site with representatives of two of them. Dan Knight of the Reeds 
Stabilisation Division came across as knowledgeable, open and honest. As we 
proceeded with Reeds, this proved to be true. 

Our house was a German build and assembled and watertight in three days by a six-
man German team.  

During the whole process of our project, the only other team to work to the same work 
ethic, professionalism and teamwork were the two men from Reeds who completed 
our track in three days and exceeded our expectations.   

I can only highly recommend their work ethic and the thoughtfully finished product.” 

Chris Whaley, Stockbridge. 
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